
 

 

 

 

EFIC BOARD MEETING  
Friday 28 September 2018 

 

Bútorszövetség office in BKIK: office center 1016 Budapest Krisztina krt 99 

h. 09.00 - 15:00 
 

 

 

 

Adopted MINUTES1 
 
 

 

1. Opening and Welcome 
 

EFIC President Mr. Markus Wiesner welcomed all participants, thanking them for their presence. 

The meeting was attended by: Mr. Markus Wiesner (EFIC), Ms. Roberta Dessí (EFIC), Ms. Giorgia 

Murgia (EFIC), Mr. Kevin Snyders (Fedustria), Mr. Bertrand Demarne (L’Ameublement Français), 

Mr. Kees Hoogendijk (CBM), Ms. Krisztina Cselényi (Butorszovetseg), Mr. Jan Kurth & Mr. Markus 

Ring (VDM), Mr. Paolo Chini & Nazzareno Mengoni (FLA), Mr. Guray Gurses & Mr. Nuri ÖZTAŞKIN 

(Mosder), Mr. Egil Sundet (Norsk Industri), Mr. Paer Stenmark (IKEA of Sweden), Mr. Vitor Pocas 

& Ms. Carla Borges (AIMPP), Mr. Flemming Larsen (TMI). 
 

Ms. Margot Schatzl (Austrian Furniture Industry), Ms. Cecilia Engström (TMF), Ms. Rositsa Pesheva 

(BKDMP) apologized for their absence. 

 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The Agenda was adopted with the inclusion of new point “Waste Framework Directive Database” 
under new Initiatives.  

 
3. Adoption of minutes from EFIC Board meeting held in Rome on 28-29 June 2018 

[Annex 1] 
 

The minutes were adopted with the amendment requested by Mr. Paer Stenmark (IKEA of Sweden). 
 

4. Introduction of new Board member  
- Mr. Guray Gurses, MOSDER 
- Mr. Jan Kurth, VDM 
- Mr. Kevin Snyders, Fedustria  

 

Mr. Jan Kurth (VDM) introduced himself and briefly presented the latest developments in the 
German furniture organization. Mr. Kevin Snyder and Mr. Guray Gurses introduced themselves, 
explaining their background and position in the National association.  

 
5. Introduction of EFIC Communication and Policy Officer Ms. Giorgia Murgia  
 

Ms. Giorgia Murgia introduced herself and her previous experience before joining EFIC. 
 

                                                           
1 Minutes adopted by EFIC General Assembly, 11 December 2019, Brussels  



 

 

6. Introduction to the furniture industry in Hungary and the Association of Hungarian 
Furniture and Woodworking producers 

 
Mr. Peter Keszthelyi presented the Budapest Chamber of commerce and industry – representing 
more than 60 percent of the Hungarian business - and its network. Ms. Krisztina Cselényi 
presented the Hungarian Furniture Industry Association and the furniture sector in Hungary. Ms. 
Cselenyi highlighted the importance of involving more people in the sector and presented the 
Learniture project – a teaching project focused on skill learning for young people in the furniture 
sector – and highlighted the importance to find a bridge with the new generation. 
 
7. Tour de table: National developments  
 

Mr. Markus Wiesner introduced the tour de table and invited the members to present the latest 
developments in the furniture sector in their respective countries. Ms. Krisztina Cselényi referred 
to a booming in the furniture industry in Hungary, linked to the last two year’s peak in the building 
industry. The developments in the Hungarian Furniture sector are positive and Ms. Cselényi foresee 
a positive time for the two/three years to come.  
Mr. Jan Kurth (VDM) presented the furniture sector in Germany and described a stable situation 
in kitchen and office furniture – a segment of the sector which is doing better than home furniture 
(bedding, bolster, boxes). Home furniture has been suffering in the last year and retailer shops in 
Germany registered losses of around 10%. A reflection inside the company brought the attention to 
consumers’ habits that might be attracting savings. VDM is currently putting efforts on ways to bring 
furniture at the center of consumers’ attention. As the domestic market might not be the answer, VDM 
is also focusing more on export. In terms of regulatory affairs, Germany has to deal with a possible 
new regulation on formaldehyde.  
Mr. Paer Stenmark (IKEA of Sweden) recognized the pattern described by Mr. Kurth and 
highlighted that the mature market is suffering – while growth in sales is substantial in the Middle 
East. On the regulatory side, Mr. Stenmark shared concern on detailed labelling regulation coming 
from the Russian market (concerning the labelling of individual textile products) and mentioned 
difficulties on how to interpret the regulation on public use in Spain (requesting that all furniture is 
required to be tested on public use – even if meant for domestic use). Mr. Stenmark finally mentioned 
IKEA’s attention to and interest in the Indian market and shared IKEA’s decision to open retail in 
South-America for the first time.  
Mr. Bertrand Demarne (L’Ameublement Francais) mentioned positive developments in the 
professional and office furniture segment while highlighting that not many data are unfortunately 
available for the other segments. Mr. Demarne also gave notice of the new President Philip Moreau, 
elected on 27 September.  
Mr. Nuri Oztaskin (Mosder) explained that in the Turkish furniture market there have been 
losses of around 10 percent. Mr. Oztaskin also showed concern on the raw material price levels – 
which have changed of around 18 percent. Mr. Oztaskin invited all EFIC members to attend the 
furniture fair in Istanbul at the beginning of November. Mr. Markus Wiesner and Ms. Roberta Dessi 
suggested that Turkey could facilitate a dialogue with Asian associations in sight of EFIC’s strategic 
goals for 2019. The fair in November could be a first occasion for an informal meeting.  
Mr. Nazzareno Mengoni (FLA) shared some data collected by FLA and mentioned that the 
internal market saw an increase of 0.2/0.3 percent for 2018/2017. On the export side, Mr. Mengoni 
named China as the first market of export for the Italian furniture sector, followed by USA and France. 
He highlighted the importance that the Italian furniture industry puts in export - as 46 percent of 
Italian companies are involved. Mr. Mengoni also mentioned the third edition of the furniture fair in 
Shanghai taking place on 22 November and the Saloni fair in Russia on 10-13 October. 
Mr. Vitor Pocas (AIMPP) – shared satisfaction with the developments of the woodworking and 
furniture sectors in Portugal – where in the last seven years the export share increased from 1.5 
percent (2010) to 1.8 percent (2017). Mr. Pocas mentioned that in the previous year around 10 million 
euro were invested by AIMPP in international fairs and exhibitions. Main markets for Portuguese 
companies are Spain, France and UK. He added that in Portugal, the number of companies is 
decreasing but the size grows.  
Mr. Kees Hoogendijk (CBM) highlighted that in the Netherlands kitchen and offices are going 
well, while on the contrary domestic furniture is going down. Mr. Hoogendijk shared concern on 



 

 

companies losing their representatives, as big companies are currently not investing in staff but in 
machines. Mr. Hoogendijk shared his viewpoint that innovation/automation and Circular Economy 
are going to be the main developments in the near future and mentioned interesting new practice in 
the Netherlands for recycling of mattresses. 
Mr. Egil Sundet (Norsk Industri) shared that the retailer sector is similarly suffering in Norway, 
although he also noted that a positive development concerns the office furniture segment. Mr. Sundet 
described a generally stable situation and a positive increase of exports (6% growth so far).  Circular 
economy is a very important topic in Norway, reflected by more environmental demands put in 
procurement. Mr. Sundet explained that Norway generally support these increasing demands, 
however these have recently led to the choice for specific national environmental labels (Nordic Swan 
in Nordic countries). This led to problematic issues for the companies. Mr. Sundet mentioned that 
EU-wide labels could be in principle a good solution. However, the current practice is that they are 
nor used or requested – with one company only from Poland benefitting from an EU ecolabel. 
Mr. Flemming Larsen (TMI) presented the current situation in the furniture industry in 
Denmark, with high exports and some decline in the domestic furniture segment. Mr. Larsen linked 
this development to the slowdown of housing market and housing projects.  
Mr. Kevin Snyder (Fedustria) presented a decrease in retail of about 10 percent and thus 
highlighted the importance of export in this framework. Mr. Snyder talked about the competition 
from Asia and the increasing competition from Poland. He shared his concern that fair competition 
might be hindered by EU financing Polish companies and mentioned that a special place for Poland 
was also given at the furniture fair in Shanghai.  Mr. Wiesner highlighted that most of these funds are 
regional funds for integration and development of more recent EU members due till 2020. He 
stressed the importance of not prolonging these funds. 
Mr. Markus Wiesner presented the current restructuring of the office furniture sector in Austria, 
with one big group holding more than 50 percent market share. Mr. Wiesner shared his view that 
many possibilities are open from the current market concentration. He presented positive 
developments in the office furniture segment and also a positive investment culture and in the 
hospitality market, although in 2017 a peak was probably reached. Mr. Wiesner presented good 
developments in the US and the Emirates on the one hand and significant reductions in the orders 
from UK on the other.  Mr. Wiesner also mentioned the difficulties that SMEs in Austria face when 
entering the market, due to the need to build infrastructure for tendering, although more possibilities 
are probably opened in the end. 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 

 

8. EFIC 2020 strategy and future organization within EFIC 
 

 

Update on EFIC 2020 strategy and implementation plan 
- Update on activities at EU level  
- Report from EFIC members on activities at National level 
- Discussion and follow-up 

 
Ms. Roberta Dessi presented the proposals to be discussed. She reported on a meeting with 
AzkoNobel in July and mentioned their interest in a possible membership with EFIC. Ms. Dessi 
further reported on an application that EFIC received from IBA, the German office furniture 
association. Ms. Dessi reminded the Members about a past discussion on the possibility to integrate 
regional associations – such as CENFIM – and about the pending discussion with UEA. Ms. Dessi 
presented an analysis on what is legally possible in this regard. Ms. Dessi raised the issue of possible 
forms of integration in EFIC’s structure considering the EFIC’s a.i.s.b.l. status. Ms. Dessi reminded 
that two forms of memberships can feed into this scheme – full and associated – with powers and 
rights decided by the Statute. She pointed that in principle different forms of associated members 
could be established, while this legal form would make it difficult for EFIC to establish new forms of 
services to non-members of the confederation. In this regard, Ms. Dessi also recalled EFIC’s vision – 
aiming at having a bigger organization with more resources, but also aiming to a manageable 
association with clear decision-making process and homogeneous interests. Ms. Dessi then 
summarized the two cases. 
CASE 1 - AzkoNobel showed three main interests in EFIC – networking opportunities, receive 
marketing insights and regulatory insights. Their interests seem to match what EFIC can provide.  



 

 

Ms. Dessi then asked the question on how this could be translated into a second form of associated 
membership and highlighted that it would be the case of a lower level of participation. More precisely, 
this would entail rights to receive marketing and regulatory insights and to participate to the General 
Assembly. It would exclude the right to participate to Board meetings, to have voting powers - perhaps 
participate to Working Groups (WG). Ms. Dessi noted that this form of association could be possibly 
extended to other stakeholders than suppliers of the furniture industry. Mr. Markus Wiesner 
raised two points: firstly, the difficulty to conciliate the aisbl status with forms of 
sponsorship/partnership. Secondly, the difficulty to reach consent when letting suppliers in, and 
mentioned flame retardant producers as a significant example. Mr. Wiesner also expressed interest 
in having companies with positive reputation such as AzkoNobel – to share information and 
collaborate with them, particularly in the Circular Economy WG – but raised concern on whether it 
would be appropriate to have them inside the organization e.g. in the Board of EFIC. Mr. Wiesner 
then asked for the other Members’ opinion. Mr. Jan Kurth replied that decisions making should 
better stay within the EFIC current full members – but that other forms of associated members could 
be included. During the discussion, the wording Company members was then suggested as a possible 
renaming of the existing associated members in EFIC – in order to differentiate them form a possible 
third class of members. Mr. Kees Hoogendijk highlighted that it would be difficult to have two 
different forms of associated members, and suggested to mark a clearer distinction by naming the 
second category Associated partners or Stakeholders members. Ms. Krisztina Cselényi asked in 
this regard how not EU/EEA furniture associations should be classified (if renaming the second 
category Company members). Ms. Roberta Dessi replied that they would feed into the associated 
members (possible 3rd new class).  
CASE 2 - Ms. Dessi then presented the IBA case – a sectoral organization in Germany (office 
furniture association). IBA sent a formal letter for applying to EFIC membership in late July. She 
clarified that the decision should be taken with VDM agreement, and highlighted that having two 
associations from the same country would set a precedent. Mr. Jan Kurth summarized the current 
discussion between VDM and IBA and suggested that sectoral organizations can become members, 
on condition that they accept to become part of the furniture organization in their respective country. 
In IBA case – Mr. Kurth explained – they are part of the woodworking industry but not of the furniture 
industry. Mr. Markus Wiesner pointed that there should be a national leading organization in 
EFIC and reasoned on the need to find a model for sectoral or regional integration. Mr. Wiesner also 
highlighted that decision-making power would not be given to IBA, for it would be exclusively given 
to VDM – a split-up or double voting from one country is not foreseen. Mr. Wiesner further explained 
that they could have right to sit in the Board, but voting should be previously agreed within the 
national federation of belonging – although Mr. Wiesner acknowledged that common positions might 
be difficult to find. Ms. Krisztina Cselényi highlighted that the one country-one vote principle is 
indeed important, but she also stressed the importance to keep a center and increase EFIC’s voice.  
 

Ms. Roberta Dessi concluded that a draft strategy will be prepared and discussed in December. She 
reminded the members that including sectoral association would imply a change in the Statute. She 
then summarized the main outcome of the debate: (i) Full Members (as existing), (ii) Green Members 
including: Single furniture companies + National sectoral furniture associations, (iii) Purple 
(Associated?) Members including: Suppliers + National furniture associations from outside the EU 
and EEA + others. Ms. Dessi specified that AzkoNobel would be purple while IBA would be green (but 
VDM vote). Points in the discussion still open are: how broad is purple? Where to place CENFIM? 
How to mark a distinction between regional and sectoral?   
 

Mr. Jan Kurth finally pointed at the importance of keeping a clear structure. Mr. Flemming 
Larsen raised the question on what a cluster member is and that perhaps they should not be green 
members. 
 
9. EFIC planning  

- EFIC draft calendar for 2019 meetings [Annex 2] 
 

EFIC Members agreed on the following schedule: 

• 28 February/1 March – Brussels 

• 27-28 June – Germany 

• 10-11 October – Portugal 



 

 

• 9-10 December – Open: EFIC members can still offer to host the meeting for this date. If 
no offer is made, the meeting will be in Brussels.  

 
  

 

10. Presentation: New EFIC website – Ms. Anna Cselényi 
 

Ms. Anna Cselényi presented the new EFIC website and asked for comments and feedback from 
EFIC members. Mr. Paer Stenmark asked whether there is possibility to have a powerful search 
engine – using search keywords to easily find items within the website. Mr. Bertrand Demarne 
highlighted that wood dust should not be presented as a flagship picture in the home page. Mr. Paolo 
Chini suggested replacing the Member area with Dropbox. Ms. Roberta Dessi suggested to keep 
the members’ area as well as it could be easier to access from any device. Ms. Anna Cselényi also 
mentioned the “marketing effect” of the members’ area on the non-members. Mr. Markus Wiesner 
considered that the “ABOUT US - MEMBERS” section may need to be revised, depending on the 
agreement for a new class of members. Mr. Jan Kurth offered to share picture for the website. Mr. 
Vitor Pocas asked to circulate the link to the website to have more time for checking it and provide 
comments. EFIC members agreed that Ms. Roberta Dessi will send the link to the website (still in 
progress) so that members can share their comments with Anna.  
 
11. Reporting on EFIC Working Groups (WG) meetings 

 

• EFIC Social Dialogue WG - Mr. Kees Hoogendijk (CBM) [Annex 5] 
• EFIC Circular Economy WG [Annex 6] 
• EFIC Technical WG (Machinery Directive, WEEE2 & others) 

 

Social Dialogue WG – Mr. Kees Hoogendijk reported on the latest Social Dialogue WG 
developments and particularly on the agreement smoothly reached with UEA on the presidency. He 
reported that UEA agreed on EFIC to have the presidency of the Social Dialogue in 2019– on the 
reason that an organization active in Brussels better fits the tasks and needs of the presidency. Mr. 
Hoogendijk expressed satisfaction on the good atmosphere established with trade unions, 
particularly referring to the joint statement on flame retardants, which was adopted at the last 
meeting. Mr. Hoogendijk also reported on the priorities for 2019, among which three main issues 
emerge: Circularity – Education – Industrial Policy. Ms. Roberta Dessi then explained the function 
of CCMI (advisory body within the European Economic and Social Committee) particularly stressing 
that trade unions have a sit and can propose to adopt reports. In this framework, Ms. Dessi presented 
an offer made by the Unions to EFIC – that EFBWW should propose to CCMI to have a report on the 
furniture sector. If accepted, EFIC could be appointed as an expert and in charge of drafting the 
report. Ms. Dessi highlighted the importance of this offer, which would allow EFIC to put forward its 
priorities and to make them adopted by CCMI. Mr. Kees Hoogendijk also highlighted the 
importance of this offer for our lobby activities. Mr. Hoogendijk finally reported on the life-long 
learning initiatives presented in the social dialogue, particularly SAWYER and DIGIT-FUR.  
 
Circular Economy Working Group (CE WG) – Ms. Roberta Dessi reported on the Circular 
Economy WG and highlighted the intention for the next meeting of the WG to focus on the supply 
chain – inviting suppliers’ representatives to present their perspective on Circular Economy. Ms. 
Dessi reported that within the WG, EFIC has been proactively preparing some key messages and has 
started the collection of best practices. Ms. Dessi also presented the latest EU initiatives, and 
particularly a Commission’s roadmap on product policy, where the Commission is seeking for tools 
to support a more circular policy framework. Furniture being one of the case studies – Ms. Dessi said 
that EFIC was invited to a workshop on the 10th of October. Ms. Dessi also referred to the key messages 
that the Secretariat is currently preparing, based on EFIC’s Policy Paper on Circular Economy. 
Furthermore, Ms. Dessi updated the Board on the ongoing policies, particularly the consultation on 
the “Interface between chemicals, production and waste” for which EFIC is preparing a joint reply in 
coordination with the CE WG. Ms. Dessi explained that the preliminary results of the CE WG will be 
delivered during the next joint meeting of EFIC circular economy WG and EFIC Board, happening in 
December. Mr. Kees Hoogendijk took the floor to introduce a circular initiative running in the 
Netherlands, focusing on mattresses and ways to break down polyurethane with chemicals 



 

 

(chemiolese), but also ways to produce oil and gases (energy) out of mattresses (pyrolese). Ms. 
Roberta Dessi suggested to possibly include the two processes among best practices. Mr. Markus 
Wiesner asked for clarification on tools to collect best practices (via questionnaire). Ms. Roberta 
Dessi explained that a template was prepared and circulated internally – to collect homogeneous 
information – and that best practices are intended for (i) products & materials, (ii) favorable policies 
and (iii) the supply side. Mr. Kees Hoogendijk asked to be included as a member of EFIC Circular 
Economy WG, and Ms. Roberta Dessi welcomed the initiative. Ms. Roberta Dessi reminded to 
all EFIC members that they can join the working groups in EFIC at any time – and to inform EFIC 
Secretariat if they are interested.  
 
Technical Working Group (TWG) – Ms. Roberta Dessi presented the main topics on the 
agenda, notably (i) Machinery directive and furniture with electrical parts, (ii) Review of eco-design 
& energy labelling requirements for lighting products (see item 12.4), and (iii) implementation of 
WEEE2 – (iv) formaldehyde regulations monitory. Ms. Dessi updated the Board members on the 
upcoming initiatives, particularly the Machinery Directive WG meeting in November, and highlighted 
the latest developments, particularly UK fostering the discussion on extending the Machinery 
Directive to certain electrical components installed in furniture products. Ms. Dessi highlighted EFIC 
activities in preparing a common position in sight of the upcoming EFIC TWG meeting. She referred 
to the draft position paper presented by VDM and the proposal for a draft letter of CEN TC 207 asking 
the Commission to involve furniture experts in the discussion around harmonized standards for 
electrified furniture. Ms. Dessi then presented the two main levels of strategic actions identified. On 
one hand, a discussion is taking place on the scope of the Machinery Directive. In this framework, 
VDM’s paper is identifying cases where exceptions on the scope should be considered.  A second level 
concerns the compliance to the Directive and how to prove it. In this context, a harmonized standard 
would facilitate compliance but there is the need to have furniture sector involved (hence the proposal 
for a letter from CEN TC 207 – announced to EFIC Secretariat but not received yet). Mr. Bertrand 
Demarne said that France has a different view comparing to VDM’s proposal: electrified furniture 
should not follow under the Machinery Directive but under the General product Safety Directive. Ms. 
Roberta Dessi commented that it is difficult that the Machinery Directive WG will accept this 
interpretation, and invited l’Ameublement Français to share their comments as soon as possible, in 
order to prepare the discussion for EFIC technical Working group meeting on 15 October.  
 
On WEEE2, Ms. Dessi highlighted two main concerns raised by EFIC TWG and already reported at 
last EFIC Board meeting – (i) implementation of the Directive across the EU not being homogeneous 
and (ii) legislation in Germany. She also presented the current strategy, focusing on (i) collecting 
information internally (via questionnaire) to find out what is going on in different countries and, 
depending on this result, (ii) reflecting on how to tackle this issue at the EU level. Mr. Jan Kurth 
asked when the results from the questionnaire will be circulated. Ms. Dessi informed that the EFIC 
Secretariat is still waiting for the reply of some members. However, the preliminary findings will be 
shared with EFIC members by the next week.  

 
 

12. Strategic actions – Agreement on follow up activities and discussion on new initiatives 
 

 

Follow-up activities 
 
12.1 Revision of the mutual recognition regulation (Goods package) 

- Update on last developments and actions 
- Exchange of views and next steps 

 

Ms. Roberta Dessi presented the latest developments and particularly the current 
interinstitutional negotiations (trialogue). Ms. Dessi referred to the last IMCO vote, for which EFIC 
presented 22 amendments, out of which 8 have passed to the final text. To secure what has been 
achieved so far and seek for further improvements, Ms. Dessi highlighted that an EFIC paper has 
been prepared. Ms. Dessi then referred to the further actions needed at Permanent Representation 
level, and kindly asked the Members to get in touch with their respective Perm.Reps and Ministerial 
representatives, to support the actions taken so far. Mr. Paolo Chini stressed on the importance to 



 

 

reach out National representatives on this file and advised EFIC members to use the one-page key 
messages prepared by EFIC Secretariat.  
 

 
12.2 Flame retardants – The Case for Flame Retardant Free Furniture 

- Update on last developments and actions 
- Exchange of views and next steps  

 

Ms. Roberta Dessi presented the latest developments concerning this case, particularly the recently 
approved bill from the State of California, US, banning flame retardants (FR) in juvenile products, 
and highlighted its novelty. On the EU side, Ms. Dessi presented the latest ECHA activities, 
particularly the proposal for the restriction on three flame retardants, and highlighted ECHA’s 
positive approach to FR as a group. She also updated the Members on Pinfa’s increasingly aggressive 
approach, which has emerged from their communication strategy. Ms. Dessi finally kindly asked the 
Members to share any development at national level as for flammability standards and/or 
requirements. Mr. Paer Stenmark referred to some pilots that IKEA has been running, to test 
markets particularly though on flame requirements, such as UK and Russia. Mr. Stenmark also 
referred to IKEA aiming to a design-neutral approach to requirements on flammability and 
mentioned IKEA’s effort to find alternatives to foam. Mr. Stenmark finally reminded IKEA’s standing 
position on a flame-retardant chemical-free approach. Mr. Kees Hoogendijk also referred to 
current experiments run in the Netherlands, to find alternatives to foam (LOWandBONAR). Ms. 
Roberta Dessi finally synthetized the latest scientific studies presented in the FR newsletter, 
particularly on dermal pathways to FR exposure. Reflecting on next steps in the strategy, Ms. Dessi 
referred to the next Alliance meeting. Mr. Egil Sundet also elaborated on another important 
development concerning the Luxembourg authorities stopping a number of children mattresses 
containing TCPP-treated foam. He stressed that the contained FR in the foam have created quite some 
damage to the company and that he suspects that the company was not aware of their presence. He 
advised EFIC Board to inform their members and advise them to ask their suppliers about the FRs 
contained in the foam. Questions raised during the discussion also included the materials that will 
replace foam. In this framework Mr. Markus Wiesner highlighted the importance to keep in mind 
the close connection that this case has with Circular Economy and with the Interface between 
chemicals, production and waste. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

12.3 TBT notification – CHN 1094-1095-1096  
- Report on last developments [Annex 3] 
- Exchange of views and next steps [Annex 4] 

 

Ms. Roberta Dessi updated the Members on the latest TBT China development, which are also 
included in the briefing note circulated ahead of the Board meeting. Mr. Paer Stenmark referred 
to IKEA trying to get more information on a new standard that was developed in China and recently 
brought to the attention of IKEA. He also referred to relationship-building with Chinese furniture 
associations as part of the strategy.  

 
12.4 Review of Eco-design and energy labelling requirements for lighting products 
[Annex 7] 
 

Ms. Roberta Dessi presented the latest developments on ELR and SLR, and highlighted that the 
Commission is planning to present a public proposal soon. Ms. Dessi then updated the Members on 
the content of the two texts and highlighted the four key points that raise concern, notably: (i) 
Removability requirements in SLR (Ecodesign), (ii) Definition of containing product in SLR, where 
progress has already been achieved, (iii) Definition of light source in ELR and its related obligations, 
(iv) Information to provide in ELR. Mr. Markus Wiesner highlighted the importance of having 
eco-design principles mandatory for the first time and stressed the relevance of the discussion in sight 
of future frameworks for waste management. Ms. Roberta Dessi reminded the Members that some 
comments have already been considered, although the EFIC direction – how to propose to adjust the 
current text - should be discussed. Ms. Dessi also reported on Lighting Europe’s positions and asked 
EFIC members their opinion. Mr. Markus Ring suggested to support Lighting Europe. Mr. Paolo 



 

 

Chini agreed. Mr. Paer Stenmark raised the point, on how “damage” should be interpreted. Mr. 
Stenmark also reasoned about disassembling procedure, stressing that we do not know yet how 
products will look like in five years’ time, and therefore suggested to adopt a design neutral approach. 
He pointed that opposing arguments in favor of circularity would be counterproductive. He advised 
to possibly ask for a longer timing for implementation, in order for companies to gain knowledge on 
how to reach the same quality/functionality of products while meeting the new requirement. Mr. 
Markus Wiesner agreed with him and highlighted that timing is crucial in this regard. Ms. 
Krisztina Cselényi also stressed that such initiative should be supported by the furniture industry.  
 
12.5 Formaldehyde strategy 

a) European strategy and ongoing ECHA initiatives  
b) Revision of the Mutagens and Carcinogens Directive – formaldehyde 
c) Update on French VOC labelling proposal (Ameublement Français)  
d) Other developments  
- Exchange of views and next steps 

 
Ms. Roberta Dessi updated the Board on ECHA’s ongoing initiatives and the evaluation currently 
running in the Netherlands. Ms. Dessi also delivered an update on the Carcinogens and Mutagens 
directive draft report. She informed EFIC members that amendments in the EMPL committee of the 
European Parliament have been presented this week (but are not yet public). Mr. Paolo Chini 
informed that he has received them and he will share them with EFIC Secretariat. EFIC Secretariat 
will analyze them at the soonest. Mr. Bertrand Demarne presented an update on the draft 
proposal for the labelling of COV in France and informed EFIC Board members that no developments 
are present at the moment. He brought the message to EFIC members that the Board of the 
Ameublement Français has just reached an internal agreement to push for using CARB phase II 
panels only. This position was strongly wanted by the new French President, followed by a dialogue 
with the suppliers. Mr. Markus Wiesner elaborated on formaldehyde emission classes and 
measurements systems, presenting the ongoing developments in Germany. He referred to the 
Chemicals restriction directive, whose implementation is planned by 1.1.2020. In this proposal, they 
propose the change of reference method from EN 717-1 to EN 16516 with air exchange 0,5 and loading 
factor 1,8. Compared to the existing limit, measured with EN 717.1 the level is reduced by 50 %. He 
stressed that in his point of view this is the worst outcome scenario, because: (1) The official limit for 
formaldehyde with 0,1 ppm is kept, but to reach it with EN 16516 instead of EN 717.1 the level has to 
be reduced by 50 %; (2) for the consumer, the limit stays at 0,1 ppm, but the hidden reduction is 50 
% because of changing the method from EN 717.1 to EN 16516 would be a disaster from the marketing 
point of view. Mr. Jan Kurth updated the other Members that the new testing method has just been 
agreed in Germany.  
 

Mr. Markus Wiesner suggested to seek for an active strategy focused on what the furniture 
industry wants – and then push for harmonization, pointing that having one standard would reduce 
costs and burdens for the company. Mr. Wiesner reasoned about the minimum reachable level and 
pointed at the current technical discussion on measurements methods across the EU and the US. Mr. 
Paer Stenmark proposed to organize a Board visit to facilities where panels are produced in order 
to learn more from experts about quality and standards. Mr. Markus Wiesner concluded that 
drafting a Position Paper on what the furniture industry wants would be a good strategy. Ms. 
Roberta Dessi proposed to collect the current positions of the EFIC members as a first step.   
 
 

New initiatives 
 

12.5 Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE2) directive: collection of 
National experiences 
See item 11 
 
NEW – Waste Framework database 
Ms. Roberta Dessi presented information on the Waste Framework Directive Database and 
highlighted that this ECHA database would be for products, not for substances. Ms. Dessi reported 
on the ECHA proposal, including information on proposed 1) duty holders; 2) information to provide; 

https://www.conformance.co.uk/adirectives/doku.php?id=weee


 

 

3) scope and objectives; 4) timeline. She also informed EFIC members on the planned next steps from 
ECHA: ECHA has opened a call for input by 9 October, whose results will be discussed at workshop 
on 22-23/10/2018 . The feedback will be used to further develop current draft scenario with the aim 
to draft specifications of the technical solution by 5 January 2020. Ms. Dessi shared the opinion that 
this is a very big and ambitious project from ECHA, and invited EFIC members to share their 
comments as soon as possible.  Mr.  Paer Stenmark agreed with Roberta’s views and commented 
that the chemical team in IKEA is currently looking into it and highlighted the importance of the 
database not leading to labelling requirements. Mr. Bertrand Demarne agreed. 
 

12.6 Open point for discussion – Harmonization of the furniture sector? 
 

Ms. Roberta Dessi presented this point as an opportunity for reflection and future debate, considering 
the EFIC 2020 strategy – and the strong interest to this topic shared by FLA at the previous EFIC 
meeting. This topic will be discussed at the next EFIC Board meeting, together with the 2019 
priorities.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

13. Information: general information and update on main ongoing dossiers  
 
 

- Revision of Timber Regulation  
- New EU Industrial Strategy – Industry4Europe [Annex 8]  
- Revision of the Renewable Energy Directive (RED II) 
- Others 

 

Ms. Roberta Dessi updated the Members on the recently drafted Manifesto Industry4Europe and 
kindly asked the Members whether they want to sign its National versions. All Members agreed to 
have their logo on it. Regarding EUTR, Ms. Roberta Dessi reported on the Commission’s impact 
assessment and studies, informing EFIC members that the consultancy running the study is currently 
looking for data on the sector. Ms. Dessi also updated the Members on the good lobby results for 
REDII and on the latest FB-I meeting and the Draft guidelines on the cascading use of wood.  
 

The slides with more information are circulated together with the minutes 
 
 

 
14. Any other business, next meeting and closure 
 

Mr. Markus Wiesner thanked EFIC members for their participation to the Board and thanked Ms. 
Krisztina Cselényi for her hospitality in Budapest. Next EFIC meeting will be on 10-11 December 
in Brussels.   
 
 

See Annexes below: 

• Annex 1: Actions agred 

• Annex 2: draft agenda 

The ppt presentation is circulated together with the minutes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.echa.europa.eu/-/workshop-on-waste-framework-directive-database-22-23-10-2018


 

 

ANNEX 1 - Actions agreed 
 

Topic To do When? Who? 

EFIC 2020 strategy  EFIC Secretariat to 

summarize the results of the 

discussion and present a 

proposal in view of next 

meeting  

In the upcoming 

period and in view 

of next EFIC meeting 

in December   

 

 

EFIC Secretariat 

EFIC planning Inform EFIC Secretariat if 

interested in hosting EFIC 

meeting in December 2019 

When available  All members 

 

 

EFIC NEW website  

EFIC Secretariat to share link 

to draft new website – EFIC 

members to provide 

comments 

At the earliest 

convenience 

EFIC Secretariat 

All members 

 

Machinery directive and 

furniture with electrical parts 

EFIC members to share 

comments on ongoing 

proposals (via TWG) – EFIC 

Secretariat to share EFIC 

TWG proposal for a position 

paper when ready 

In the upcoming 

weeks and by end 

October  

EFIC Secretariat 

All members 

 

WEEE2 

Send to EFIC Secretariat the 

reply to the questionnaire for 

your country  

At the earliest 

convenience  

All members 

 

 

WEEE2 
Share with EFIC members 

preliminary questionnaire 

results  

By next week 5 

October   

 

 

EFIC Secretariat 

 

Mutual recognition (Goods 

Package) 

Share with EFIC Board final 

paper for National 

representatives  

By next week 5 

October   

 

 

EFIC Secretariat 

 

Mutual recognition (Goods 

Package) 

Share EFIC paper and/or 

messages with National 

representatives and 

Permanent rep.  

In the upcoming 

period and at the 

earliest convenience  
 

 

All members 

 

 

The Case for Flame Retardant 

Free Furniture 

 

Follow-up with EFIC strategy  

and actions: 
 

 

- Continue communication 
activities; 

 

- Continue involvement of 
key policy makers; 

 

- Organizing next Alliance 
meeting  

 

 

In the next weeks 

 

Secretariat 

+  

Responsible 

member/coordin

ator: 

Egil Sundet 

(Norsk Industri) 



 

 

 

TBT notification 

CHN 1094/1095/1096 

 

Follow-up with EFIC actions, 

such as: 

- Collaboration with EU 

Commission services; 

- Preparation next TBT 

Committee in November. 

 

In the next weeks 

 

Secretariat 

TBT notification 

CHN 1094/1095/1096 

 

Inform EFIC members about 

results of new standard’s 

assessment 

When available  Responsible 

member: Mr. 

Paer Stenmark 

(IKEA of Sweden) 

Review of Eco-design and 

energy labelling requirements 

for lighting products 

Share comments on revised 

text and/or comments to 

raise with EFIC Secretariat  

In the upcoming 

period and at the 

earliest convenience  

 

 

All members 

 

Review of Eco-design and 

energy labelling requirements 

for lighting products 

Monitor publication of the 

(public) proposal – prepare 

EFIC key messages to share 

In the upcoming 

weeks 

 

Secretariat 

 

Formaldehyde strategy 

 

 

Formulate a number of 

questions to EFIC members 

to collect relevant 

information for EFIC 

position-building 

 

In the upcoming 

period and in view 

of next EFIC 

meeting in 

December 2018 

 

 

Secretariat + 

All members 

 

 

Revision of the Carcinogens 

and Mutagens Directive – 

Formaldehyde 

 

Analise Amendments and 

monitor report approval in 

EMPL 

 

In the upcoming 

weeks 

 

Secretariat 

 

Waste Framework database  

 

Share comments with EFIC 

Secretariat  

 

At earliest 

possibility (ECHA 

call for input ending 

9 October)  

 

All members 

Industry4Europe Provide logos of National 

associations for 

Industry4Europe National 

manifestos 

By 4 October   

Secretariat 

Revision of Timber Regulation 
 

Provide contact person of the 

consultant in charge of the 

impact assessment study 

By next week 5 

October   

Secretariat 

 

 



 

 

ANNEX 2 – Draft agenda 

 



 

 

 


