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ADOPTED MINUTES1 
 

 

 

1. Opening and Welcome 

Mr. Markus Wiesner welcomed the participants. The General Assembly was attended by Mr. 

Markus Wiesner (EFIC), Ms. Roberta Dessí (EFIC), Ms. Giorgia Murgia (EFIC), Ms. Cathy Dufour 

(L’Ameublement Français), Mr. Kees Hoogendijk (CBM), Mr. Csaba Babacnez (Butorszovetseg), 

Mr. Jan Kurth (VDM), Mr. Paolo Chini (FLA), Mr. Vassil Jivkov (BKDMP), Mr. Egil Sundet (Norsk 

Industri), Mr. Paer Stenmark (IKEA of Sweden), Ms. Margot Schatzl (Austrian Furniture Industry), 

Ms. Carla Borges (AIMPP), Mr. Flemming Larsen (TMI), Mr. Paraskevas Anastasiou (PASYVEX). 

Kevin Snyders (Fedustria), Vitor Pocas (AIMMP), Cecilia Ekström (TMF) and Guray Gurses 

(MOSDER) apology for their absence.  

 

Decision and voting: Mr. Markus Wiesner informed that Mr. Kevin Snyder delegated to EFIC 

President the voting power for Belgium. Ms. Cecilia Ekström (TMF) informed EFIC Secretariat 

that TMF delegates its vote to Norsk Industri. Guray Gurses (MOSDER) sent written statements 

to EFIC Secretariat and delegated its vote to Butorszovetseg for other decisions to be made. 

AIMMP is represented by Ms. Carla Borges.  
 

  

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted with two new items – the Stand-by Regulation revision and the 

possible revision of the eco-label. The items are added under item 12 (EFIC 2019 work 

programme). 

 

 

3. Adoption of minutes from EFIC Board meeting held in Budapest on 28 September 2018 
[Annex 1] 

 

The minutes were adopted without amendments 

 

 

4. Introduction of new Board member  

- Prof. Dr. Vassil Jivkov, BKDMP  
 

Mr. Wiesner welcomed and introduced Mr. Jivkov. Mr. Jivkov introduced himself and the 

Bulgarian Furniture Industry Association, which is located in Sofia and has existed for 17 years. 

 

                                                           
1 Minutes adopted on 8 March 2019, in Brussels  



Mr. Jivkov mentioned that furniture construction is his teaching specialty at University and 

highlighted his intention to develop youth interest and passion for Bulgarian furniture. 
 

 

Opening session: How is the future looking like? 
 

 

 

 

5. The World in 2050 

- Birgit Lia Fain (Altmann) - United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

(UNECE)/FAO  

 

  

 

Ms. Birgit Altmann presented the UNECE/FAO structure including regional offices close to 

member countries. Ms. Altmann presented the activities of UNECE, among which the recently 

published forest products annual market review, covering everything from hardwood to sawn 

wood. She stressed that while many data are available on furniture trade, not much data focus 

on production. She stressed that China has positioned as the biggest round wood and hard 

wood producer, while in Europe Germany is the largest sawn wood producer.  

 

She presented a reference scenario highlighting that the next 20 years will likely come with an 

increasing demand for wood, and that supply will match the demand. According to the 

reference scenario, the forest area will also further expand.  

 

Ms. Altman presented future developments forecasted for 2050 and where we are heading to. 

She highlighted a shift in population, age and consumers’ orientation. She stressed Africa’s 

major increase in population and the increase in single households, especially in Asia. She 

particularly stressed the income shift in the global middle class and the fact that China will 

account for 20% of the global economy. Among other changes, she stressed the labour market 

changes, an increase in urbanization and more issues affecting the European forest-based 

sector from the society side. 

 

Mr. Wiesner thanked Ms. Altmann for the presentation and highlighted that while the focus is 

usually in the close future, the presentation gave a broad overview, especially on Chinese and 

Indian developments. Mr. Wiesner added that the furniture industry is very interested in these 

developments and that key issues such as the climate change are main topics that will largely 

impact soft wood production and its use.  

 

Mr. Pär Stenmark asked a question on the forecasted scenario for the middle class, particularly 

on how the middle class will likely invest resources. Ms. Altmann replied that the given 

modelling does not allow for a too detailed look into socio changes but rather looks at basic 

econometric data such as price changes. Mr. Kees Hoogendijk highlighted the key importance 

of resource availability and referred to another presentation held the day before, noting that a 

different perspective was given from EPF – the European Panel Federation, on wood 

availability. He also asked a question on how the model is calculated. Ms. Altmann explained 

that some forms of migration are expected and that SEP (socio economic pathways) are taken 

into account. She explained that the reference scenario is SEP as usual. On wood availability, 

Ms. Altmann noted that 70% of wood is harvested in Europe and even less in the US. Mr. 

Hoogendijk asked a question on secondary raw materials and how this integrates into the 

model. Ms. Altmann replied that efficiency factors are taken into account. Mr. Egil Sundet also 

expressed concern on future possible lack of timber. Ms. Altmann noted that wood 

 



construction sector will be indeed the most impacted sector. She added that the forecast does 

not assume de-forestation and that Africa and South-America are not taken into account in 

the modelling.  
 

 

 

6. The Global Furniture Industry: Current Trends and Forecast  

- Alessandra Tracogna, CSIL – Centre for Industrial Studies 

 

  

 

 

Ms. Alessandra Tracogna presented the current trends and forecast for 2020. The numbers are 

up-dated if compared to those in July and she informed the EFIC Members that a press-release 

with the presented data will be released by the end of the following week. She highlighted the 

main figures, including the furniture production (400 billion euro) which has been growing by 

50 percent since 2010. She highlighted that Europe is the second largest furniture 

manufacturing region, accounting for around one quarter of global production. She added 

that the Asian furniture industry growth has been impressive, but not stabilizing, while the 

growth rate has been decelerating in Western Economies.  

 

Mr. Wiesner asked for the reason of the Chinese growth rate. Ms. Tracogna replied that 

Chinese production has been export led in the past years, and stressed oversupply as a result. 

She added that the current trends go towards a growing domestic market that is absorbing 

production.  Ms. Tracogna highlighted that the production volume has increased since the 

financial crisis, but the increased level was taken by China. She added that Vietnam is growing 

fast, followed by India. Ms. Tracogna expressed optimism about the data provided by macro-

institutions, which talk about growth. Ms. Tracogna also highlighted that the forecast for Asia 

pacific are driven by emerging economies. Here growth rate are expressed in real terms 

(without considering changes in price) and are around 5-6%. 

She stressed that around EUR 120 billion of furniture was traded internationally last year. She 

also added that International trade should grow as preliminary estimated, although trade 

barriers and trade wars will likely impact the furniture sector as well. She highlighted that 

Germany, Italy and Poland are on top of the list of largest furniture exporters. Ms. Tracogna 

highlighted that the role of exports in driving EU production has been growing but the industry 

remains concentrated on the EU market. She mentioned that import penetration in the EU, 

mainly from Asia, has been slightly growing. Mr. Jan Kurth asked whether this development 

could be explained with the weakness of EU market. Ms. Tracogna identified the weakness of 

EU market as a first reason, followed by the increasing competitiveness of Asian markets.  

 

On the EU market’s prices, Ms. Tracogna highlighted that manufacturers’ prices are increasing 

faster than consumers’ prices, and that margins are squeezing. She highlighted that Import 

prices of EU products (intra-EU trade) are growing less rapidly than those of extra-EU product 

(from third countries). This implies that the request of furniture manufacturers is more 

competitive. Secondly, this implies a change in retailing, which is transforming, concentrating, 

internationalizing.  

 

On intra-EU trade, Ms. Tracogna highlighted that this is now over 40% of the market, which is 

a (positive) signal of regional integration. She further highlighted that management of sourcing 

for companies are hugely impacted by contraction forecasts. She added that the supply chain 

is not efficient in this regard.  
 

 



7. Tour de table: National developments and first results in 2018 

- All members 

 

Mr. Flemming Larsen highlighted that numbers are positive but not impressive in Denmark. He 

highlighted that imports from China are decreasing and other companies started sourcing from 

Poland. He added that the developments in Denmark match the description given by Ms. 

Tracogna.  

Mr. Egil Sundet described a similar picture in Norway and explained that Norwegian 

manufacturers in the last years are out-sourcing more from Poland and the Baltics. He 

highlighted that the current situation is probably better than the one of the years after the 

financial crisis. On the other hand, he added that the oil price influences the market and is hard 

to forecast. 

Mr. Kees Hoogendijk highlighted mixed developments in the Netherlands. He explained that 

the production seems to have grown. On the other hand, he highlighted that some 15 to 20 

percent of his members in the consumers’ market are currently experiencing problems, for 

sales are going down. Results are monitored every half a year. He specified that while the 

market is generally going up and down, although his sector is not performing well.  

Mr. Paraskevas highlighted that in Cyprus the furniture industry has been growing over the last 

years – especially in the contract sector. He pointed at the huge shortage of skilled labour force 

and added that the furniture industry in Cyprus is seeking incentives to attract young people, 

including workers from Egypt and Syria who are very skilled in manufacturing.  

Ms. Margot Schatzl presented some figures from the Austrian furniture industry. She stressed 

that figures from September on are not yet available. First six months of 2018 have been 

positive, with an increase in production of almost 4%. Retailers have experienced the largest 

growth, followed by bathroom and kitchen furniture. Export have grown of 7%. She highlighted 

that the most important export countries are (in order) Germany, Poland, Italy and France, with 

a total value of 207 million euro. She added that exports to Asia have increased to almost 27% 

and that export to Eastern Europe also increased in Czechia, Slovakia and Slovenia. Imports fell 

of 2, 3%.  

Mr. Csaba Babacnez highlighted that the furniture industry showed positive developments in 

Hungary and that exports are increasing as well as constructions. As reported by other 

members as well, Mr. Babacnez expressed concern about the shortage of workers in the 

furniture industry and shared his viewpoint that this is going to be a main challenge for the 

future. 

Mr. Paer Stenmark highlighted that IKEA’s current strategy goes towards affordability, 

accessibility and sustainability. He highlighted that a relevant change is on-going on the 

affordability side. He highlighted the hit coming from trade wars and tariffs in this regard. Mr. 

Stenmark stressed the importance of the US market and of the German market and increasingly 

of the Indian market. He also informed that IKEA became member of the Chinese furniture 

association. Mr. Stenmark highlighted a new market approach (accessibility point) concerning 

city centers and the stores’ size, for which consistent investments have been made and an all 

eco-system is under development. On sustainability, Mr. Stenmark highlighted IKEA’s 

commitment to climate change goals (Cop24) and stressed the fact that circularity and climate 

change are areas where IKEA is preparing consistent investments. On the sourcing side, Mr. 

Stenmark named Europe on the first place, but also China. He finally named retail operations 

in Morocco and small scale sourcing in Ethiopia were an IKEA project is currently running.  

Ms. Carla Borges presented the main figures of the Portuguese Furniture Industry. Namely, she 

mentioned that the export rate is going towards 2 billion and that the main market is France. 

  



She highlighted that exporting mainly concerns luxury products, for which the main markets 

are France, Spain and UK. She further mentioned China and the US as important markets. Ms. 

Borges finally recalled the upcoming furniture fairs in London and Birmingham.  

Mr. Vassil Jivkov provided insights on the Bulgarian furniture industry. He described it as a very 

well-equipped furniture industry which has been growing since 2009 at a steady pace. He 

highlighted that around 65-70% of the production is exported and that main countries of 

export are Germany, Czech Republic, France, Italy, UK, Poland. He also mentioned that export 

is directed towards several European chains included IKEA. He further highlighted the low 

consumption rates in Bulgaria. He finally stressed the shortage of skilled labour force, which 

has been especially problematic in the effort of promoting a modern furniture industry, and 

the fight against black economy as a main issue that they are counter-fighting.  

Ms. Cathy Dufour presented the latest developments of the French Furniture Industry and 

stressed that at the end of September the production part has decreased of around 2%. 

Breakdown: the domestic segment is very low while the contract part is increasing. She also 

noticed that the mattress industry is decreasing and identified import as a cause. The 

consumption part is also low and in this regard Ms. Dufour stressed a problem with low 

demand/football in shops. E-sales are performing better, despite some issues concerning the 

logistics – not enough transportation services. She stressed that those companies growing rely 

on export and particularly on the luxury segment. She concluded by stressing that the end of 

year has been quite negative, and that not much confidence is shared for the 2019. She shared 

uncertainty for UK developments although the question will be posed next year. 

Mr. Paolo Chini presented the developments of the Italian Furniture Industry and highlighted 

some good developments. He stressed that the furniture fairs in Moscow and Shanghai were 

a success. Finally, he informed that FLA launched a professional school project in September 

driving political attention towards the need for skilled labour. 

Mr. Jan Kurth stressed that the German furniture industry is suffering and mentioned a plus 

0.3% (same as 2017). He highlighted that the domestic market is not performing well, with a 

minus 0.3%. He also stressed that the export rate has grown of 1.5%. Concerning the split 

between office and contract furniture, this latter is performing well (plus 6-7%). Kitchen is also 

performing well (plus 5%). On the other hand, Mr. Kurth highlighted that upholstery and living 

room furniture are going down of 4%, which is the segment of the market with the main 

problems. Mr. Kurth highlighted that export is doing better than the previous year, with some 

success in France, Netherlands and a big success in China (plus 20%). He further highlighted 

difficulties in UK (minus 10%). He shared that imports are surprisingly decreasing for the 

moment, especially from China (minus 4%). Furthermore, raw material cost is rising for the 

moment, which puts pressure on companies. He also highlighted that furniture trade is 

dropping this year with a tendency of falling prices. He shared concern for the lack of skilled 

workers as previously highlighted by other Members. He also explained that VDM is focusing 

on a new export strategy (export rate is 30%) and highlighted that Germany relied too much 

on its big domestic market. The new focus will be on China, US and Russia as main markets 

forecasted for the future. Finally, he identified problems in the current business model of big 

furniture shop concentration, which exerts pressure on prices. He expressed his opinion that 

this business model is not working anymore in Germany. 
 

 

 
 

For decision and adoption 
 



 

 

 

 

8. EFIC 2020 strategy and future organization within EFIC 

a) EFIC 2020 strategy mid-term review [Annex 2] 

b) Amendments to EFIC Statute [Annex 2] 

 

Guray Gurses (MOSDER) shared with EFIC Secretariat the following written statement prior to 

the General Assembly: “We, hereby declare that MOSDER approves the budget of EFIC and 

amendments in EFIC Statutes. Regarding the other decisions and in case there are new issues 

proposed in the agenda of the General Assembly, we delegate our vote to Bútorszövetség.“ 

 

Ms. Dessi summarized the proposal as explained during the Budapest Board meeting, 

particularly the intention to keep definitions precise but broad enough. She explained that this 

would allow not to have to modify the Statutes every time. Ms. Dessi also introduced the table 

in the slides and highlighted that the second associated membership category will still include 

single furniture companies but would also include sectorial furniture associations and other 

furniture-producers representations. The criteria for applications is to be a furniture 

manufacturer, for homogeneity of interests’ purposes. She further reminded that the 

Associated furniture partner would be another, broader category (formerly called partners) 

which are now integrated in the structure of Associated members. Suppliers and other bodies 

with qualified interest in the furniture industry feed into this category, always respecting the 

rule that there should be no conflict of interest. Also, associated furniture partners would not 

be integrated in the daily strategic communication.  

 

Mr. Wiesner precised that in order to keep the a.i.s.b.l. legal status, the category of associated 

members had to be created, also for “partners”. He also recalled the decision of not turning 

EFIC into an umbrella organization – and therefore not including EU-level organisations in its 

core structure. On Clusters, Mr. Wiesner recalled that sometimes they are State-funded and 

not financed by companies. He stressed that this could be a gateway to have more 

organizational capacity, although he highlighted that the cluster’s influence has not yet been 

discussed.  

 

Mr. Jan Kurth expressed his idea that a link between national associations and sectorial 

organization should always be in place and that there should be no by-pass to avoid 

membership to respective national association, which might be weakened in return. Ms. 

Roberta Dessi asked a question on whether it would make sense to prevent an association 

from being part of EFIC based on their non-belonging to a national association. She particularly 

referred to case of national associations that are not particularly strong. Mr. Jan Kurth precised 

that an applicant should be prevented from joining EFIC when a national association is already 

in place and the applicant is not part of it. A different case could be given for applicants from 

countries where a national association is not in place. Mr. Kees Hoogendijk agreed with Mr. 

Kurth and highlighted that as a national association, there are fees. Mr. Wiesner asked whether 

it would be too restrictive to put it in the status or if it would be better to decide case by case. 

He also recalled that for every national member there is a veto option. Or an agreement before, 

between national association and sectoral association.  

 

Mr. Paolo Chini and Mr. Kees Hoogendijk supported the proposal of Mr. Jan Kurth.  No 

objection was made to the proposal of Mr. Jan Kurth. Ms. Dessi highlighted that unanimity 

apply during voting for new members. 

 

  

 

http://www.butorszovetseg.hu/


//VOTES// 
 

Amendment 1 to EFIC Statute 

The amendment was proposed together with the additional sentence proposed by Mr. Jan 

Kurth on behalf of VDM: 

“Article 4 - Members  

1. Can be member of the confederation:  

• o The national organisations, representing the national furniture industries in the EU or 

in the EEA countries, and EFIC funding members  

 

Article 4 bis – Associated members  

1. Can be associated member of the confederation:  

• Furniture producers, such as single companies representing national furniture 

producers, or sectorial associations representing sub-sectors of the furniture industry, if the 

company or the sub-sectoral organization is member of the corresponding national 

association [Associated furniture producers].  

• Suppliers to the furniture industry or others stakeholders, provided there are not 

conflicting interests [Associated furniture partners]. “ 

 

The amendment was adopted unanimously.   

 

Amendment 2 to EFIC Statute 

“Article 11 – Board  

11.1 The Board is responsible for the management of the Confederation  

11.2 It consists of:  

• o The Chairman  

• o At least three Board Members, nominated and elected by the General Assembly,  

• o And the Secretary General.  

 

The Secretary General does not have the right to vote.  

11.3 The Members of the Board act on a mandate of their respective associations.  

11.4 Associated furniture producers may participate as observer.”  

 

The amendment was adopted unanimously.  

 

//CLOSING OF VOTES// 

 

On clusters:  

Mr. Egil Sundet raised the question whether clusters should be accepted as Associated member 

in EFIC. He shared the view that clusters are very often state funded, and this could be 

problematic. Ms. Dessi explained that only one class of associated membership (associated 

furniture producers) would have the right to participate to EFIC Board meeting and be 

integrated in the strategic communication. Associated furniture partners would have a more 

limited role. Mr. Markus Wiesner highlighted that clusters in Austria are not members of the 

Austrian furniture federation. He then asked EFIC members for opinions on clusters. He asked 

if EFIC members would agree in having clusters included in the third category (Associated 

furniture partners)  



The decision was unanimously taken, to open EFIC to clusters at the conditions that they are 

placed in the third category. 

 

9. Application for EFIC membership:  

- Cyprus Furniture and Woodworking Association (PASYVEX) [Annex 3] 

Mr. Guray Gurses (MOSDER) shared with EFIC Secretariat the following written statement prior 

to the GA: <<Despite the political facts and opinions, we approve the membership application 

of PASYVEX, underlining the fact that all EFIC members are Non-Governmental Organizations. 

We would like to see our Cypriot Friends among us, around the same table –expecting and 

hoping the same from their side to accept their colleagues from the Northern Cyprus in case 

there’s an application from the Northern Cyprus in future. Please send them our sincere 

regards.>>   

 

//VOTES// 

All members voted in favour of PASYVEX’s application for becoming a new EFIC member. 

//CLOSING OF VOTES// 

 

Mr. Anastasiou thanked the General Assembly and offered to host one of the next Board 

meetings. Mr. Wiesner highlighted the need for Cyprus to have an internal discussion on what 

they concretely expect from EFIC and on where the key focus of Cyprus will be. This would be 

to help EFIC to understand what we should care for concerning the Cyprus federation. 
 

10. EFIC budget and contribution scheme for 2019  

Mr. Markus Wiesner presented the proposal for EFIC 2019 budget plan. He stressed that 

estimates for travel, meeting &action and event/GA are reduced compared to 2018. Moreover, 

the budget plan is quite restrictive and could be underestimated in some parts.   

 

Feedback received before the General Assembly: 

• Approval (by email): Fedustria, Austrian Furniture Industry, CBM, VDM.  

• Absents: TMF delegated vote to Norsk Industri 

• Hungary: pending negotiation with EFIC President  

 

On AEGIS Europe, Ms. Dessi highlighted that more details on the 2019 work- programme are 

needed, but that in general Aegis Europe could be useful. Ms. Dessi also suggested that CSIL 

could be further invited to present data and results, but this service would have an annual cost. 

She highlighted that estimations are quire strict and also reminded EFIC application for 

SAWYER project, which would increase EFIC budget if successful. Ms. Dessi also presented a 

proposal of Mr. Paolo Chini on investing a part of EFIC budget in monitoring tools. Mr. Chini 

further elaborated on the advantages of DODS in terms of lower prices (if shared) and 

especially support to the advocacy activity. Mr. Wiesner highlighted that this would increase 

EFIC expenses. He also referred to the financing of the IEC project, which could not be included 

in the EFIC 2019 budget.  

 

Mr. Wiesner highlighted the two options: 

• First option: confirm the budget as it is. 

• Second option: cancel AEGIS Europe contribution and finance the monitoring tool. 

 



Mr. Larsen pointed that a decision could be taken step-by-step. Mr. Hoogendijk and Mr. 

Sundet supported Mr. Larsen’s option. Mr. Kurth suggested to quit the AEGIS membership – 

unless different evaluation from EFIC Secretary General Roberta Dessi.  

Mr. Anastasiou asked if there are ways to increase budget except contributions. Everyone 

agreed with having a feedback on budget during the next meeting. Mr. Chini supported the 

option of the monitoring tool and suggested a forecast of the cost VS incomes balance that 

would derive from having it. 

 

Voting: no objection was made to the EFIC budget. EFIC 2019 was approuved.  

 
 

11. Representation in IEC committee [Annex 4] 
 

Ms. Dessi recalled to the Members that the IEC is currently developing an international standard 

for electrified furniture, which will with high level of probability turn into an European 

(CENELEC) standard. She also recalled the discussion on the Machinery Directive at EU level, 

which will likely end up in a mandate to create a harmonized standard in Europe. She also 

highlighted the furniture industries’ concern about the current draft IEC standard, particularly 

the fact that IEC lacks expertise in the furniture industry while having expertise in electrical 

components. Ms. Dessi reminded to the Board members that IEC was very close to adopt a 

standard that the furniture industry did not agree on. She finally highlighted the currently open 

window of opportunity to influence this standard again, and precised that time is limited for it, 

June being the final deadline for its final adoption. Ms. Dessi highlighted that technical experts 

in ISO strongly recommended to send Tomas Ekström to represent the furniture industry in 

the IEC Committee. She also explained that Tomas Ekstrom was asked to prepare a cost 

estimation for the project. 
 

Mr. Paer Stenmark expressed his favorable opinion towards this opportunity, especially in view 

of the regulations that will come in the future. He also highlighted the work of Ms. Stina 

Wallstrom in Korea. He finally expressed the idea that sharing the cost would be a sustainable 

option. Mr. Egil Sundet also expressed support for the proposal. Mr. Jan Kurth and Mr. Paolo 

Chini also expressed a strong interested in the project, highlighting its importance for the 

furniture industry. Mr. Jan Kurth prepared a proposal for sharing the costs among all EFIC 

members – proportionate to the EFIC contribution scheme. Mr. Jan Kurth will share this 

proposal with EFIC Secretariat.  
 

Mr. Wiesner highlighted that the cost for the project would be split among the members only 

with prior commitment and approval. The calculation will be prepared and calculated extra to 

EFIC’s 2019 budget. 
 

12. EFIC 2019 workprogramme  

a) Report on EFIC main activities and achievements in 2018 

Ms. Dessi presented the main EFIC advocacy activities in 2018 and their results. On EFIC 

activities, Ms. Dessi highlighted the consultations, drafting of EFIC position papers and joint 

statements in Social Dialogue and other advocacy activities. She highlighted EFIC improvement 

in positioning, in network building in Brussels and in coalition building with other industries and 

NGOs. Ms. Dessi also highlighted positive growth in terms of new members and the 

communication aspect, with two newsletter and two websites currently active.  

 

In terms of some tangible results, Ms. Dessi also highlighted the developments with the 

Renewable Energy Directive, with positive references to circularity and to the need to avoid 

  

 

 



distortions on raw materials. She stressed positive aspects on the Chinese standards, which 

have not been implemented. Ms. Dessi also highlighted the amendments proposed by EFIC 

on Mutual Recognition. 
 

b) The European Commission 2019 WP  

Ms. Dessi highlighted that not much from the Commission’s side has been recently on-going, 

due to preparedness to 2019 election, and that initiatives have been mainly non-legislative 

proposals. In this regard, the most important initiatives launched by the European Commission 

in its work-programme have been included to the draft EFIC 2019 work-programme.  

 

c) Discussion and adoption of EFIC 2019 WP [Annex 5] 

Mr. Wiesner pointed at the need to increase EFIC visibility and to increase the communication 

chapter. 
 

On the activities included in the work-programme, Ms. Dessi reminded the Sawyer project 

(pending approuval) and stressed the steady continuation on advocacy work. She further 

highlighted the initiative to launch an EFIC manifesto, as a result of the reflection on EFIC goals, 

priorities and challenges. She stressed the idea to finalize the manifesto by March 2019. Finally, 

Ms. Dessi stressed two further activities to be included in EFIC 2019 activites: the Eco-label 

possible revision and the on-going revision of the Stand-by Delegated Regulation with the 

extension of the scope to furniture products. 
 

Mr. Wiesner highlighted the objectives that will need to be stressed in the Manifesto, and 

particularly the focus on harmonization and on Circular Economy.  
 

Voting: the EFIC 2019 work-programme was adopted unanimously.  
 
 
  

 

Strategic actions 
 

 

13. Reporting on EFIC Working Groups (WG) meetings 
 

• EFIC Social Dialogue WG - Mr. Kees Hoogendijk (CBM)  

Mr. Kees Hoogendijk presented the updates for the wood dust conference and for the next 

social dialogue meeting, where EFIC will be the Chair. 
 

• EFIC Circular Economy WG  
Ms. Dessi reported briefly on the results of the last meeting, held the day before in Brussels 

together with the representatives of the EFIC Board.  
 

• EFIC Technical WG  

Ms. Dessi reported on the last meeting of the TWG, where the main focus has been on the 

Machinery Directive application to furniture products. She also announced the next meeting 

date for the TWG meeting: on Friday 22 February.  

 

  

14. Strategic actions – Agreement on follow up activities and discussion on new initiatives 
 

Follow-up activities: Update on last developments and actions & Exchange of views and next 

steps 
 

14.1 Revision of the mutual recognition regulation (Goods package) 

  



Ms. Dessi highlighted the good results reached in the European Parliament and the announced 

decision to finalize the report and vote it in February. She stressed that the text will be checked  

to see whether it confirms to EFIC suggested amendments, after the trialogue negotiations.  
 

 

14.2 Flame retardants – The Case for Flame Retardant Free Furniture 

Ms. Dessi highlighted the update from ECHA on the on-going restriction process. She informed 

the members on ECHA’s plan to submit the restriction proposal in April. She also informed that 

the EU Commission has been recently involved in fire-safety discussions as a whole and that 

DG GROW has launched a fire safety information platform. She highlighted the new coalition 

with the Plastic Industry and introduced the event that EFIC is planning for next year. Ms. Dessi 

mentioned that the Product Policy study would be a good policy link for the Case for Flame 

Retardant Free Furniture. Mr. Egil Sundet highlighted that having MEPs at EFIC event would be 

a good result.  
 

Ms. Dessi reported on a FR event organized by the Flame retardant industry in the European 

Parliament, where no space to question/comments was given by the organizers. Mr. Paer 

Stenmark emphasized the added value of the participation of Prof. Richard Hull to the future 

EFIC event and also referred to the need of eliminate FR as a main priority.  
 

 

14.3 Machinery Directive and IEC standard on 'Particular requirements for furniture with 

electrically motorized parts' 

Ms. Dessi highlighted the latest developments and stressed the concrete chance to help modify 

the Machinery Directive guidance, which was lastly published in 2017. She stressed the open 

possibility for EFIC to give inputs. She also reported on the intention of the UK representative 

to take the lead on the revision process. Ms. Dessi highlighted in this regard that the time frame 

is short and that the UK representative intends to submit the draft proposal soon, to be voted 

possibly by March. Ms. Dessi also stressed the positive aspect of the proposal, particularly the 

aim to have compliance rules facilitated for furniture producers when they install small electric 

components in storage furniture. 
 

 

14.4 TBT notification – CHN 1094-1095-1096   

Ms. Dessi highlighted the good results of the last TBT China meeting at the WTO, particularly 

referring to China’s declarations, that the standards have not been implemented. In this regard, 

Ms. Dessi informed the members, that no indication of the timeline for the release of the new 

standards was given. Ms. Dessi pointed at the need to understand whether China is concretely 

working on this project possibly via the standardization bodies in China and invited EFIC 

members to share possible contacts/information when available 

 
 

14.5 Review of Eco-design and energy labelling requirements for lighting products 

Ms. Dessi reported on a recent meeting that the EFIC Secretariat had with the European 

Commission concerning the removability requirements and energy labelling rules under the 

Energy Labelling and the Eco-design Directives. In the meeting with the Commission, the 

intention behind the two acts was better clarified. However, she highlighted the concerns on a 

number of obligation likely extended to the furniture industry, such as the one on the EPREL 

database, which has been discussed with the Commission’s representative The definition of 

“containing product” given in Art.2 (4) of the Eco-design act and in Art.2 (3) of the Energy 

Labelling act was agreed to be ambiguous and misleading.  



EFIC suggested that the given definitions could be deleted. In this regard, Ms. Dessi reported 

that according to the European Commission such a proposal has been made by several 

Member States and the EU official shared the view that an amendment – including the 

elimination of the sentence - could be an option – if supported by Member States. She 

concluded by saying that EFIC members could exercise influence as well, by contacting their 

National authorities members of the Forum  
 

 

14.6 Formaldehyde strategy 

a) European strategy and ongoing ECHA initiatives  

b) Revision of the Mutagens and Carcinogens Directive (CMD) – formaldehyde 

c) Update on French VOC labelling proposal (Ameublement Français)  

d) Other developments  

 

Ms. Dessi reported on ECHA’s initiatives and the recent positive results of the EMPL Committee 

in the Revision of the CMD, adding that no major changes are expected in this regard.  
 

Ms. Cathy Dufour highlighted the developments in France, particularly the lack of answer from 

the French ministry about the draft regulation on the labelling of furniture VOC. The intention 

was also expressed, not to have two types of wood-based panel required in the EU market. In 

this regard, Ms. Dufour informed the General Assembly that the French industry will implement 

either half-E1 or Carb2. She also informed the Members that the French panel industry was 

asked to provide these panels at the same price of the E1-panels and that the request is 

currently under negotiation. She stressed that in their opinion they could propose a panel for 

the same price. The French furniture industry has in fact performed some tests on panels and 

found out that panels labelled E1 are indeed compliant with lower formaldehyde levels. 
 

Mr. Wiesner expressed his viewpoint that one level for all Europe should be the aim. Mr. 

Wiesner highlighted the need to communicate that the Furniture industry stands for an 

environmentally friendly level and supports a level playing field, which is more important than 

any specific level. He stressed that this would prevent uneven competition and competitive 

differences among countries. He referred to the fact that the new German rules (landing most 

probably to a half E1 level), as well as other EU (France) and International developments (US), 

make it clear that it is in the interest of the furniture industry to advocate for one level in Europe, 

and that this level can’t be E1 anymore, as it would not be justified from the consumers’ 

perspective. 
 

Mr. Jan Kurth highlighted that this would be a strong position towards the panel industry as 

well and supported Mr. Wiesner’s statements. Ms. Cathy Dufour shared her support as well.  
 

Mr. Markus Wiesner asked EFIC members if they would agree in such statement: 1) the 

European furniture industry wants one level/requirement in Europe for formaldehyde emission 

in wood-based panels; 2) One level is needed for creating a level playing field and 

homogenous consumers’ protection; 3) Such emission standard should be at a level lower than 

E1, such as CARB2 or half E1 – in order to offer the best environmental and health protection 

for consumers; 4) A mandatory requirement at EU level would have positive effect against 

uneven competition from countries outside the EU – which will be obliged to abide to such 

standard.  
 

EFIC members agreed with Markus Wiesner’s proposal for an EFIC statement.  

 



Mr. Kees Hoogendijk asked to first provide a common drafted EFIC document to be used both 

for internal information among member companies and for having a common message.  
 

 
 

New initiatives 
 

14.7 Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE2) directive: collection of National 

experiences 

EFIC Secretariat prepared and shared with EFIC members a questionnaire aimed at collecting 

information on the implementation of WEEE2 at National level – on proposal of VDM.  

Still some countries represented by EFIC are missing in the overview and Jan Kurth proposed 

to finalise the mapping first – before agreeing on next actions. Mr. Jan Kurth will analyze it with 

VDM expertise. It was added as a follow-up for the next meeting. 
 
 

14.8 Launch of EFIC new website 

Ms. Dessi informed the members about the collected comments and about the forthcoming 

launch of the website, expected before or immediately after Christmas. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

15. Information: general information and update on main ongoing dossiers  
 

 

- Revision of Timber Regulation  

- New EU Industrial Strategy – Industry4Europe  

- Revision of the Renewable Energy Directive (RED II) 

- Guidelines on the cascading use of wood 

 

Ms. Dessi updated the members on the EUTR and highlighted that the possible revision will 

not happen before the next Commission. Ms. Dessi also informed the Members about the 

initiatives of Industry4Europe, particularly referring to the new document that the Coalition is 

preparing and which addresses heads of states and governments. On REDII, she informed 

about the provisional text adopted, included in the ppt presentation (link). She further 

highlighted that Guidelines on the cascading use of wood have just been released by the 

Commission. The link is included in the ppt presentation.  
 

-  

  

16. Any other business, next meeting and closure 
 

New point – Ms. Cecilia Ekström (TMF) proposed to post-pone the next EFIC meeting of end 

of February-March to a new date in March. The decision was taken, to postpone the meeting 

to 7-8 of March. 

 

EFIC President Mr. Markus Wiesner thanked all EFIC members for their presence and closed 

the meeting. The next EFIC meeting will be on 7-8 March in Brussels.  

 

See Annexes below: 

• Annex 1: Actions agreed 

• Annex 2: draft agenda 

The ppt presentation is circulated together with the minutes.  

 

  

 

https://www.conformance.co.uk/adirectives/doku.php?id=weee
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32009L0028


ANNEX 1 - Actions agreed 
 

Topic To do When? Who? 

EFIC 2020 strategy  EFIC Secretariat to register the 

new Statute as amended in the 

Moniteur Belge   

In the upcoming 

period  

 

 

EFIC Secretariat 

 

Representation in IEC committee 

(IEC project)  

EFIC Secretariat to share 

proposal for co-financing 

among all members.  

By next week  EFIC Secretariat  

EFIC members to share their 

explicit approval for co-

financing for their part. 

By 18 December 2018 All members 

 

EFIC planning Inform EFIC Secretariat if 

interested in hosting EFIC 

meeting in December 2019 

When available  All members 

 

 

EFIC NEW website  

EFIC Secretariat to publish new 

website and promote it – 

informing members  

At the earliest 

convenience 

EFIC Secretariat 

All members 

 

Standby regulation 

 

EFIC Secretariat to share news 

and text about the inclusion of 

electrified furniture. 

By next week EFIC Secretariat 

At the earliest 

convenience 

EFIC members to share 

feedback on European 

Commission proposal. 

 All members 

 

Mutual recognition  

(Goods Package) 

Share with EFIC Board 

assessment of final agreement 

in trialogue negotiations 

At the earliest 

convenience 

EFIC Secretariat 

The Case for Flame Retardant Free 

Furniture 

• Organising 2019 

Stakeholders meetings 

• Contact and involve 

External speakers + MEPs to 

be involved  

 

In the upcoming 

period 

EFIC Secretariat 

Responsible 

member/coordinat

or: 

Egil Sundet (Norsk 

Industri) 



 

Machinery directive and furniture 

with electrical parts 

EFIC members to share 

comments on UK proposal for 

amending the Machinery 

Guidelines (via TWG) – EFIC 

Secretariat to share EFIC views 

with UK representative 

At the very earliest  All members 

 

TBT notification 

CHN 1094/1095/1096 

 

Follow-up with EFIC actions, 

such as: 

- Collaboration with EU 

Commission services; 

- Preparation next TBT 

Committee meeting. 

 

In the upcoming 

period 

 

Secretariat 

Share information on Chinese 

standardization activities 

All members 

 

WEEE2 Send to EFIC Secretariat the 

missing reply to the 

questionnaire for your country 

At the earliest 

convenience 

All members 

 

Review of Eco-design and energy 

labelling requirements for lighting 

products 

Contact National authorities 

representative in charge of this 

file in DG ENERGY Consultation 

Forum to defend EFIC position   

At the very earliest 

and by 18 December  

 

All members 

 

 

Formaldehyde strategy – emission 

level in the EU 

 

 

Formulate a statement with the 

content agreed by EFIC General 

Assembly 

In the upcoming 

period  

 

 

Secretariat  

 

Revision of the Carcinogens and 

Mutagens Directive – 

Formaldehyde 

 

Continue monitoring report 

approval in trialogue 

negotiations 

 

In the upcoming 

weeks 

 

Secretariat 

Industry4Europe Share logos of National 

associations for Industry4Europe 

National governments 

manifestos (unless objection 

expressed) 

By mid-February 

2019  

 

Secretariat 

Revision of Timber Regulation 

 

Continue monitoring 

developments and publication of 

study 

In the upcoming 

period 

Secretariat 

 

 


