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1. Opening and Welcome 
 

 

EFIC President Mr. Markus Wiesner welcomed all participants, thanking them for their 
presence.  
 
The Board Meeting was attended by the following participants:  

1. Mr. Markus Wiesner, (EFIC – Austrian Furniture Industry),  
2. Ms. Roberta Dessí, (Secretary General),  
3. Mr. Manfredi Marchese, (Policy and Communication Advisor),  
4. Ms. Margot Schatzl, (Austrian Furniture Industry);  
5. Mr. Attila Kálmán, (Butorszovetseg),  
6. Mr. Marcus Kirschner and Markus Ring, (VDM);  
7. Ms. Cecilia Engström and Mr. Robin Lljungar, (TMF);  
8. Mr. Vitor Pocas and Ms. Carla Borges, (AIMPP); 
9. Ms. Cathy Dufour, (L’Ameublement Français);  
10. Mr. Kees Hoogendijk, (CBM);  
11. Mr. Piet Vanthournout (Fedustria);  
12. Ms. Margherita Miceli, (FLA);  
13. Ms. Reyhan TURAN, (Mosder);  
14. Mr. Flemming Larsen (TMI);  
15. Mr. Egil Sundet (Norsk Industri);  
16. Mr. Paer Stenmark, (IKEA of Sweden). 

 
After coffee break (10:30): 

 

• Ms. Rositsa Pesheva, BKDMP;  

• Mr. Roman Przybylski, Nowy Styl/FEMB;  

• Mr. Joaquim Solana (CENFIM);  

• Mr. Paraskevas Anastasiou, PASYVEX (Cyprus) 

 

 

                                                           
1 Minutes adopted by EFIC Board, 29-06-2018, Rome  



 

 

2. Adoption of agenda 

Adopted with three new items:  
- Presentation by Cecilia Engström and Egil Sundet on public procurement in 

Nordic countries; 
- Presentation by Piet Vanthournout – Fedustria on the developments of the 

Isocyanate EU discussion; 
- Presentation by Marcus Kirschner on WEEE.  

 
3. Adoption of minutes from EFIC General Assembly held in Brussels on 12 December 

2017 [Annex 1] 
 

The draft minutes from EFIC General Assembly held in Brussels on 12 December 2017 
were adopted without amendments.  
 
4. Introduction of new Board members 
 

Mr. Wiesner announced and asked the new Board members to present themselves: 

• Ms. Margot Schatzl– Austrian Furniture Industry;  

• Mr. Markus Ring – VDM;  

• Ms. Reyhan Turan – MOSDER;  

• Mr. Pär Stenmark, IKEA of Sweden AB – new Associated member of the Board 
 

New Board Members briefly presented their background and thanked EFIC for the warm 
welcoming.  

 
 

 

Internal meeting for full members 

 

 

EFIC 2020 strategy and future organization within EFIC                                           
 
 

 

5 .1 Update on EFIC 2020 strategy and implementation plan 
- Update on activities at EU level  
- Report from EFIC members on activities at National level 
- Discussion and follow-up 

 
Ms. Dessi took the floor and presented the current status of the EFIC 2020 Strategy. Thanks to VDM, 
Ms. Dessi had the opportunity to meet the Polish Federation (OIGPM) in a VDM-OIGPM-EFIC 
meeting in Lugde, Germany, held on 7 February 2018. 
 
Mr. Markus Ring briefed the Board about the meeting. He underlined the need to keep regular contacts 
with them, but not insist too much for having the Polish Federation in EFIC. There are still many issues 
to be discussed, including membership contribution. 
 

Ms. Dessi informed Board Members that 14 National associations were invited to Vienna and gave an 
overview of the replies. Following the invitation, a delegation of new possible members (CENFIM, 
Nowy Styl/FEMB, PASYVEX) joined the Board Meeting after the coffee break at 10:30. 
Regarding UEA, Ms. Dessi informed Board Members that UEA was rejected as Partner Organisation 
to the Bolster Up II project due to lack of financial liability.  
 

Board Members agreed on keeping up contacts and information flow towards the other National 
federation, in order to let them understand the advantages to join EFIC. Possible new members need 
to be truly convinced about the benefits of being part of an European Confederation.  
 
 

5. For adoption - Discussion and decision on EFIC position  
 

6.1 New membership request: Bulgaria [Annex 2] 
 



 

 

EFIC Board Members unanimously voted in favor of the new membership request from 
Bulgaria. EFIC has a new full Member and counts now 13 National Association.  
 
Board Members applauded the decision. 

 

6.2 EFIC 2018 membership to AEGIS Europe [Annex 3] 
 
 

Mr. Wiesner asked Board Members to take a decision about EFIC membership to AEGIS Europe. EFIC 
has been an observer in AEGIS for the year 2017 and was informed that a non-paying membership 
class is not anymore accepted within AEGIS. 
Thus, EFIC has to decide whether to apply for associated membership. Associated membership in 
AEGIS has a cost of 2000 euro/year. Mr. Wiesner explained that this cost was not included in the 
budget EFIC has approved for 2018, and therefore if EFIC applies for AEGIS, EFIC’s budget would go 
in negative (- 2.000 euro). However, EFIC has some budget left from the past years (39.000 euro for 
end of 2017). So, Mr. Wiesner stated that such contribution would not be a big issue for the economic 
stability of the Confederation.  
 

Mr. Marcus Kirschner asked about the internal structure of AEGIS because it is not clear from the 
website. AEGIS is an organized platform and Ms. Dessi explained the structure of AEGIS and 
underlined that in the new structure EFIC could participate to the General Assembly and general flow 
of information only, as the specific AEGIS’ working groups will have an autonomous budgetary power. 
  

Ms. Margherita Miceli stated that AEGIS’ activities are of interest for FLA and that FLA would support 
an associated membership. However, she recommended to ask AEGIS for periodic reports. 
 

Mr. Kees Hoogendijk asked EFIC members: what do we want them to do for us? In his opinion, EFIC 
could join AEGIS only if a pragmatic approach is taken. However, he is not sure about the benefits that 
EFIC can get from AEGIS. It is a big platform and it would be difficult to change their position, while 
it can be challenging and time-consuming to follow all their flow of information. 
 

Mr. Egil Sundet underlined the importance of having information on international trade, considering 
the current problems with dumping. However, he is sceptic with the anti-dumping measures. Is AEGIS 
working for the value chain or to defend prices for the suppliers? 
 

Mr. Wiesner asked EFIC members to vote in favour or against EFIC associated membership in AEGIS 
Europe. 
 
EFIC Board Meeting voted in the following way: 

1. Markus Wiesner and Margot Schatzl (Austrian Furniture Industry): in favour 
2. Attila Kálmán, (Butorszovetseg): in favour 
3. Marcus Kirschner and Markus Ring, (VDM): in favour 
4. Cecilia Engström (TMF): in favour 
5. Vitor Pocas (AIMPP): in favour 
6. Cathy Dufour, (L’Ameublement Français): in favour 
7. Kees Hoogendijk, (CBM): in favour 
8. Piet Vanthournout (Fedustria): in favour 
9. Margherita Miceli, (FLA): in favour 
10. Reyhan TURAN, (Mosder): in favour 
11. Mr. Flemming Larsen (TMI): abstains  
12. Mr. Egil Sundet (Norsk Industri): abstains 

 
The decision on EFIC 2018 membership to AEGIS Europe was approved. A general 
consensus was shared in the direction of having a one-year trial and to evaluate 
afterward continuation of the participation. 
 
 

Strategic meeting for full and associated members 
 



 

 

 
6. Introduction of new Associated member of the Board 

- Mr. Pär Stenmark, IKEA of Sweden AB 

Mr. Stenmark had joined the meeting since the beginning 
 
 

 

7.  European strategy on formaldehyde 
 
Speaker: The European Chemical Agency (ECHA): Presentation on ECHA formaldehyde strategy – 
Mr. Augusto Di Bastiano 
 
Mr. Di Bastiano was connected through Webex. He presented the ECHA’s ongoing and envisaged 
actions with relation to formaldehyde. There are two major issues discussed in ECHA, one with relation 
to workers’ protection and one on consumers’. The presentation from Mr. Di Bastiano has been 
circulated together with this minutes.  
 
 

EFIC members Internal Discussion 
 

Mr. Wiesner emphasized that at the political level, in particular MEPs, are not aware about the 
technical discussion. Politicians do not know the characteristics of formaldehyde and therefore it is 
important to be ready to inform the discussion. He stressed that the Austrian furniture industry is in 
favour of having one formaldehyde emissions’ standard in European at a level lower than E1.  
 
Ms. Miceli reported about a recent study on formaldehyde emission, which found that there are also 
other “active” sources of formaldehyde. Candles and other sources would have a major impact in the 
total level of emission of formaldehyde comparing to furniture and wood-based panels.  
 

Mr. Vanthournout stated thatE1, Carb and F**** all have their own emission figures but measured with 
different methods so figures are not comparable. .  
 

Mr. Pocas underlined that less formaldehyde in products may arise the costs of the products because 
panel producers need to use natural resins. 
 

Mr. Stenmark explained the historical background of IKEA position on formaldehyde. Its position was 
mainly shaped by two similar crisis/scandals in Scandinavian countries. The first in the late 80’s and 
also in 2008 when IKEA took the decision to make the big transition: moving from E1 to CARB. 
However, the discussion with suppliers was very difficult and IKEA showed them that it was possible 
to use less formaldehyde.  IKEA may take another big step: moving to the use of just natural wood. 
IKEA is continuously looking at new and innovative solutions.  
 

Mr. Marcus Kirschner informed EFIC Board that the German furniture industry has discussed 
internally the possibility to support a EU formaldehyde emission standard at a level lower than E1. The 
result of the discussion is that VDM keeps the position that a E1 emission level should be supported. 
 

Ms. Dufour informed EFIC board that France is planning to have an environmental label (on a 
voluntary basis). She added that l’Ameublement Français strongly supports the approach of limits in 
the panel’s formaldehyde emission to be considered at the production level (EFIC and EPF approach) 
– not to measure emissions on the final furniture product. 
 
EFIC members agreed in keeping the discussion open on the topic, and monitor closely 
ECHA’s work, in order to contribute as much actively as possible to their ongoing work 
on formaldehyde.  
 

--- 
 
Following the debate on Formaldehyde, Ms. Dessi gave the opportunity to the guests to present 
themselves. 

- PASYVEX, National Furniture Association in Cyprus, represented by Mr. Anastasiou (150 
companies are members of the Cypriot Association); 



 

 

- CENFIM, represented by Mr. Solana. He is mainly working for helping companies to 
develop innovation (there is no National Federation in Spain and CENFIM is a cluster of 
companies and other Institutes mainly based in Catalunya); 

- FEMB (European Office Furniture association) represented by Mr. Przybylski (company 
member representing Poland for FEMB and current President for the association) 
 

8. Strategic actions – Agreement on follow up activities and discussion on new initiatives 
 

 New initiatives 
 

9.1 The Goods Package 
- Proposals from the European Commission 
- EFIC briefing note [Annex 6] 
- Discussion on EFIC members positions 

 
Ms. Dessi explained the legislative initiatives under the Goods Package and underlined that only the 
regulation on Mutual Recognition would apply directly to furniture. In fact, the regulation on Market 
Surveillance only applies to harmonized products. 
 

Mr. Stenmark shared IKEA’s experience in trying to use the SOLVIT Network. However, the reply they 
got is that SOLVIT is only a recommendation. Thus, there is no legal binding provisions for Member 
States. Mr. Stenmark underlined that a better functioning of the SOLVIT Network could be an 
important issue for EFIC, as well as the role of the National product contact points. Mr. Stenmark took 
also the opportunity to ask clarification on whether EFIC is dealing with products like water tank and 
shower or not. Ms. Miceli answered that within FLA there are members producing such products.  
 

EFIC Board Members added that they are not sure about what exactly are the National product contact 
points. This is unclear to all EFIC Members. It could be a very important issue.  
 

EFIC members agreed on the importance of following the debate and procedures for the Goods 
package. A preliminary step will be to collect current experiences and barriers to trade that furniture 
companies experience when trading in the EU.  
 

EFIC members are invited to share with EFIC Secretariat their inputs as soon as 
possible. EFIC Secretariat will deepen the discussion and will try to understand what 
kind of issues can be raised to the Rapporteur. 
 
 
 

9.2 Revision of Timber Regulation 
- EU public consultation [Annex 7] 
- Exchange of views 

 

Ms. Dessi took the floor and gave more details about the Revision of Timber Regulation. She mainly 

focused on the contents of the public consultation that will run until 24 April 2018.  

Mr. Paer Stenmark presented IKEA’s preliminary views and comments on the public consultation. 
IKEA is in favor of keeping the current scope of the regulation, while improving enforcement in the 
various Member States.  
 

Ms. Miceli shared FLA’s views on the object of the open consultation, She stated that certifications 
should be more recognized at different National levels. In fact, the problem is also the all different 
approaches at Member States level. She also added that the scope of the EUTR should be expanded in 
order to include all relevant timber products to prevent market distortion and ensure a level playing 
field among operators. Wooden seats, for example, should be included in the scope of the regulation 
 

Mr. Kirschner confirmed that there are very different approaches in the Member States. VDM mostly 
agrees with the Italian position on the importance of extending the product scope. Upholstery is also 
another issue, he added.  
 

Mr. Vanthournout informed EFIC Board that Fedustria is discussing internally its position towards the 
Commission’s consultation. However, Fedustria would support a broader scope of the Timber 
Regulation.  



 

 

 

R. Dessí asked EFIC members to share their feedback on the open consultation by end 
of March. This will allow the EFIC Secretariat to evaluate the possibility for an EFIC 
reply to the open public consultation.  

 
 

Follow-up activities                                                                                                                         
 
Presentation by Cecilia Engström and Egil Sundet on public procurement in Nordic countries (added 
item to the agenda) 
 
After the lunch break, Ms. Engström and Mr. Sundet took the floor to debrief EFIC Board Members on 
public procurement in Nordic countries. Public procurers are adapting their demands to the Nordic 
Swan label, refusing to acknowledge other environmental labels, such as Moebelfakta, or other proof 
for compliance. TMF, TMI, Norsk Industri and the Finnish furniture association have started joint 
actions in Nordic countries.  
 

They asked EFIC support on this issue, which follows the interpretation of the 2016 GPP criteria for 
furniture.  
 

Mr. Wiesner asserted that EFIC can draft a letter to the European Commission signaling 
a barrier to trade.  
 

Ms. Engström and Mr. Sundet will send more information about the issue to EFIC 
Secretariat and EFIC will check whether a letter may be sent out to the Commission. 

 
 

9.3 Flame retardants – The Case for Flame Retardant Free Furniture 
- Update on latest developments and actions 
- The website www.safefurniture.eu  
- Exchange of views  

 
Ms. Dessi debriefed EFIC Board about the latest development on the Case. She also informed about 
the publication of the www.safefurniture.eu website that reached 3.548 visitors since December 2017. 
EFIC Secretariat, thanks to the support of VDM and Mr. Ring, had successfully presented a 
Parliamentary written question to MEP Mr. Andrea Schwab who submitted it to the European 
Commission with the following subject: on “Different fire safety standard for upholstered furniture in 
the internal market: a barrier to trade”. 
 

Recently, the European Commission published a study on the construction sector focusing on the issue 
of fire toxicity. Although EFIC has not yet decided to respond to it, the study is very much in line with 
the arguments defended by FRs producers. For example, the UK regulation (1988) is described as a 
successful legislative intervention to save lives in case of domestic fires. 
 

Ms. Dessi reported EFIC Board Members about the Stakeholder meeting with Prof. Richard T. Hull 
that took place on the 29th January in Brussels.  
 

Moreover, Ms. Dessi showed the PINFA newsletter which comments the Case for Flame Retardant 
Free Furniture Campaign. In the PINFA newsletter it is stated that the arguments on “FRs reduce 
durability, quality or comfort of furniture are not supported by evidences”. 
 

With the support of Norsk Industri’s consultant, EFIC drafted a strategic plan that is 
based on 3 tracks: 1) Boosting the research - R&D, 2) Storyline, 3) Event organisation at 
the European Parliament.  
 

The R&D track (new) was welcomed by EFIC Members.  
 

After Ms. Dessi’s presentation, the exchange of views started with Mr. Sundet taking the floor.  

http://www.safefurniture.eu/


 

 

Mr. Sundet informed EFIC Board that EFIC will present the issue of flame retardants at the Nordic 
Fire Safety Days in 7/8 June in Norway.  
 

Mr. Wiesner took also the floor and stressed that adding chemicals in all products it is an old way to 
protect people. It is much better to protect them by implementing new technologies.  
 

Mr. Hoogendijk had an internal discussion with some Dutch companies and was informed that in The 
Netherlands there is a legal framework on how to construct buildings where it is asked to use flame 
retardants. In fact, fire safety is considered achievable only by using flame retardants. This is in the 
contract market. 
 
Mr. Wiesner added that in Austria there is no binding legal framework. However, depending on the 
type of structures (e.g. concert hall, theatre etc.) flame retardants are often requested. 
 

Board Members signaled the Swedish research center called RISE. In November 2017, the Swedish 
government announced plans to open a substitution centre to help SMEs identify safer alternatives to 
hazardous substances. The Research Institutes of Sweden (RISE) in Borås, will facilitate knowledge 
sharing between small and larger companies, industry associations, authorities and academia. 
 

The center will improve ways to replace hazardous substances in goods. It will build a database of 
information on alternative substances and non-chemical methods and techniques, as well as identify 
further areas of research and innovation. 
 

Mr. Hoogendijk suggested to promote the use of alternatives to toxic flame retardants.  
 

In conclusion, Ms. Dessi underlined that it is important to reflect on possible substitution, but that so 
far chemicals’ substitutions led to the increased risk of the so called regrettable substitution. 
 
9.4 Interface between chemicals, product and waste legislation 

- Communication from the European Commission [Annex 8] 
- EFIC members position  
- Exchange of views  

 
Ms. Dessi informed EFIC Board Members that EFIC was invited by Chemical Watch for their event in 
on the Interphase between chemicals, chemicals, products and waste legislation to present EFIC reply 
to the targeted stakeholder consultation.   
 

Ms. Dessi also informed that the European Commission has announced a public consultation on the 
Intefrace Communication. The scope of the public consultation should be related to the open questions 
formulated by the Commission in this document.  
 

EFIC Secretariat will inform EFIC members about the consultation, when published, 
and will coordinate EFIC reply with the support of EFIC Circular Economy Working 
group.  
 

Mr. Wiesner underlined the problem of how to get information of the products. In the past, the 
chemicals that were used are not possible to detect anymore. It is therefore very difficult to recycle 
products when you do not know what kind of substances you have inside the products. Mr. Wiesner 
stressed the importance for EFIC to look at this topic.  
 
 

9.5 EU Guidance Machinery Directive 
- Report on last developments - M. Kirschner, VDM 
- EFIC members position  
- Exchange of views  

 
Mr. Kirschner took the floor. VDM had a meeting with German Federal Ministry of Labour and Social 
Affairs (BMAS) on 8 December 2017. The results is that furniture are considered, by them, as a product 
that must be also dealt within the Machinery Directive framework. They shared the evaluation that 



 

 

also if the electronic piece is bought by another company, furniture producers - who is only assembling 
the electronic piece into furniture - become consequently machinery producers.  
 

Mr. Kirschner reported on the meeting in December with Ms. Felicia Stoica. She commented that there 
are many resistances on the EU guidance document for the Machinery Directive. She informed that 
the directive should be transposed into a Regulation by about 2021. She invited the furniture industry 
to present its views and possible concerns.  
 

Mr. Kirschner in his quality of EFIC representative for this topic aims at collecting arguments showing 
why not all furniture products should not be treated as machines under the scope of the Directive.  
 

Mr. Vanthournout proposes to send the Belgian transposition to Mr Kirschner as an example how 
furniture is excluded in Belgium. 
  
Mr. Wiesner shared his views that a pragmatic approach should be taken: it will not be possible to 
exclude all furniture products from the scope of the Directive, but EFIC should detect the correct 
approach, the needed exceptions and the reason why they are needed.  
 

Mr. Kirschner informed that the next step will the meeting of the Machinery Directive 
Working Group scheduled for 19/20 April 2018. Mr. Kirschner will be present as EFIC 
representative and will keep EFIC Board updated on this issue.  
 
Presentation by Marcus Kirschner on WEEE II (added item to the agenda) 
 
Mr. Kirschner presented the item which he had requested to add to EFIC agenda.  
 

The issue raised concerns the end-of-life and waste of waste electrical and electronic equipment. The 
DIRECTIVE 2012/19/ on waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE) has been recently revised. 
This Directive has an open scope from 15 August 2018 and it now includes almost every kind of 
electrical and electronic equipment. This directive would also apply to furniture with electrical 
components.  
 

Mr. Kirschner stressed that the problem is mainly linked to the lack of information on the different 
ways of implementation in the EU Member States. Producers have to register in each Member State 
rthe products in scope they are placing products on the market. 
 

VDM point of view: 1) Furniture themselves are already included in other circular/recycling tracks (e.g. 
wood) and therefore are not under the scope of WEEE; 2) Electrical components installed in furniture 
are in the scope of WEEE; 3) There may be special cases where furniture or furniture parts with 
electrical components as a whole are also considered electrical appliances and in the scope of WEEE; 
4) Challenges with disassembly and consumers ‘role. 
  

Mr. Kirschner asked the question to EFIC members about their interpretation of the Directive and 
whether they can confirm that furniture is included in the definition of electrical waste at National 
level. 
 

M. Miceli replied that the Italian Federation is having this discussion and FLA is in the process of 
preparing some guidelines for interpretation to be presented to Italian authorities. 
 

Ms. Dessí confirmed that FLA has already showed an interest in promoting an EFIC 
discussion on the topic and proposed that this issue is submitted for discussion to EFIC 
Technical Working Group. 
 
Isocyanate EU 
 
Presentation by Fedustria. 
 
Due to time constraint, EFIC President Mr. Markus Wiesner gave the floor to Mr. Vanthournout as a 
last Agenda item of EFIC Board Meeting in Vienna.  
 

Mr. Vanthournout proposed EFIC Board to participate as EFIC to a training course that may help 
companies in complying with new training obligation for the users of Di-isocyanate. There is a cost to 



 

 

be part of the working group who will develop the training scheme, i.e. 5.000 euros for one year. Mr. 
Vanthournout explained that once subscribed, a federation is obliged to participate for two years. 
However, it may be prolonged for additional years and the subscription is obligatory. Two years should 
be enough to develop the material. Prolonging is not envisaged but possible. Signatory parties have full 
ownership of the training material. If not signed up training material can be obtained at a lower price.  
For more information Mr. Vanthournout can make available a PPT presentation. 
 

Fedustria is not going to participate as a Single association and EFIC should decide 
whether to participate or not. 
 

--- 
 
Any other business, next meeting and closure 
 

Mr. Markus Wiesner thanked EFIC members for their presence and closed the meeting. The next Board 
meeting will be held on 28-29 June 2018 in Brussels. However, Mr. Pocas raised the possibility to 
organize it in Lisbon. If the proposal is confirmed, AIMPP should inform EFIC Secretariat 
at the soonest possibility, and by mid-April at the latest.  
 
 

EFIC Secretariat communicates in writing the following agenda 
items. 

 
9.6 Review of Ecodesign and energy labelling requirements for lighting products 

- EFIC preliminary comments [Annex 9] 
- EFIC members position and next steps 

 
EFIC replied to the targeted consultation for stakeholders’ position in January 2018. EFIC focused its 
reply on the unclear definition of “containing Products”, which may drive to a number of new 
obligations including labelling obligations, information requirements (e.g. technical documentation) 
in any communication about the product.  
 
Next steps expected is the finalization of the Impact Assessment in second quarter of 2018 and an 
Official public consultation on Commission’s proposals will be launched. The draft measures will be 
subject to the 4-week Feedback Mechanism (later in 2018). Adoption by EC. 2 months objections 
period EP and Council (for delegated act). The procedures are slightly different for the two acts under 
revision. Once approved, the regulation is directly applicable in all Member States.  
 
EFIC Secretariat will keep informed all EFIC Board Members about any development. 
 
 
 
 

9. Information: general information and update on main ongoing dossiers                  
 

- TBT notification – CHN 1094-1095-1096  
 

The minutes from the TBT committee held in November 2017 were made available. The EU raised 
again the issue on the Chinese draft standards and pointed serious doubts about the tests measure. 
The EU invited China to accept (or revise) equivalent international standards, ISO standards, and 
asked for an update on the status and the timeline for adoption and entry into force of the Chinese 
standards.  
 

China informed that their standard were based on relevant international standards. Any deviations 
from these were caused by the need to ensure realistic testing conditions, reflecting the conditions in 
which the product are used. The work on new standards is ongoing.  
 

The EU also expressed its readiness to hold technical discussions in Brussels, following the Chinese 
proposal to have a discussion at the technical level. Chinese delegation was evasive on answering this 
question. 
 



 

 

At the next WTO TBT Committee, this case will be raised again by the EU delegation in bilateral with 
China and at the plenary WTO meeting.  
 

EFIC Secretariat will keep informed all EFIC Board Members about any development, 
in particular following the upcoming TBT committee meeting on 21-22 March. 
 

 
 

 

- Revision of the Mutagens and Carcinogens Directive – formaldehyde 
 

The European Commission launched a new round of possible future reviews of the Carcinogens and 
Mutagens Directive (CMD) with the establishment and/or revision of further binding occupational 
limit values in Annex III to the CMD. This new round lists a new group of substances, including 
formaldehyde. 
 
All the important steps: 
- two-stage of Social Partners Consultation, 
- Tripartite consultation (ACSH), 
- Consultation of other stakeholders, 
- Public consultation. 
 
Feedback received by EFIC TWG so far: 
 

EU limit 0.3 ppm TWA (on 8 hours) - suggested by SCOEL would be acceptable for furniture industry. 
A lower limit could be problematic for companies. [Netherlands has 0,15 mg/m3 (average over 8 
hours)] 
 

 

- Revision of the Renewable Energy Directive (RED II) 
 
EFIC is part of a coalition with: ZeroWasteEurope (ZWE), CEPI (Paper Industry), European Panel 
Federation (EPF), Federlegno Arredo (FLA). Other stakeholders also joined the Coalition for a letter 
to EU officials. 
The Coalition took different joint initiatives as follows:  
 

- Joint Coalition Letter 1 to the European Parliament calling for support to amendments in line 
with our position (circular economy, waste hierarchy, cascading use of wood); 
- Joint Coalition Letter after the approval in the EP Plenary in Strasbourg (January); 
- Joint Appeal (together with other stakeholders) to EP Trialogue Delegation for safeguarding 
biomass availability by avoiding unnecessary market distortions and adhering to the waste hierarchy 
principles. This letter was supported by a larger coalition (including European Compost Network, EEB, 
Plastics Recyclers Europe (PRE), European Producers of laminate Flooring + Core Coalition Partners 
(CEPI, EPF, EFIC, FLA, ZWE).   
 
EFIC is supporting the principle of waste hierarchy and the cascading use of wood throughout all 
negotiations. Market distortions (due to support schemes to incineration) shall also be avoided. 
 
 

- European Social Dialogue Furniture 
 

The next Social Dialogue meeting will be held on 21 March 2018 in Brussels.  
 

It will be chaired by EFBWW and main topics includes:  
- Discussion on SD workprogramme 2018-2019 
- The case for Flame Retardants Free Furniture 
- Joint Social Partners position paper (flame retardants, OSH framework, ageing workforce) 
- Update on Digit-fur and presentation of new project “DIGITMAN”. 
- Bolster-up II 
- Wood dust conference 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32009L0028


 

 

- “Durable employment”: on this last item, there is an interest for the trade unions to investigate on 
the possibility to run a Social Dialogue project. EFIC should reflect internally whether this issue is of 
interest and if a project proposal should be supported.  
 
EFIC Social Dialogue Working Group will meet on 21st March to prepare EFIC position to the Social 
Dialogue’s items in the agenda. 
 
Current members of the working group are: 

- Kees Hoogendijk, CBM 
- Ms. Christelle Roca-Priez, Ameublement Français 
- Margherita Miceli, FLA 
- Eva Gluckman, TMF  
-  

EFIC new National Association BKDMP will also appoint one representative. EFIC 
representatives interested in appointing a representative for this WG should inform 
EFIC Secretariat.  
   
  

 


